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Characteristics of a Drainage Basin 
Match and Draw
Draw one line from each key word to the correct definition. 

mouth
When two or more tributaries 
connect and join a larger river.

confluence A small stream that joins a larger river.

drainage 
basin

The start of a river.

estuary
An area of land drained by a 

river and its tributaries.

watershed
The wide mouth of a river where a river 

connects to the tide and the ocean.

source

tributary

The highland edge of a drainage 
basin marking the boundary between 

two or more drainage basins.

Where the river meets the sea.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/keystage3-ks3/humanities-ks3-ks4/keystage3-ks3-geography
Caprice.Kesby
Text Box
Homework 1



channel

confluence

discharge 

drainage basin

estuary

floodplain

mouth

source

tributary

velocity

V-shaped valley

watershed
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Each of the words in the grid below relates to rivers. Work out the answer to each clue, then 
find the answers in the grid. Look carefully because they can be found forwards, downwards 
and diagonally.

Rivers Word Search
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Processes of Transportation Learn to D
raw

Copy the diagram
 of the processes of transportation into the box on the right. Then use the w

ords in the box at the bottom
 to correctly label your 

diagram
. D

on’t forget to draw
 w

ith a pencil. O
nly use colouring pencils if you think it w

ill help explain how
 sedim

ent is transported w
ithin a river.

Labels for the diagram
: solution, saltation, traction, suspension, load, riverbed

Processes of Transportation
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The Long Profile of a River
Labels
m

iddle course, estuary, floodplain, 
decreasing gradient, m

outh, m
eander, 

low
er course, precipitation, channel, 

upper course

Add labels to the diagram
 to show

 the key features of the long profile of the river.
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M
eander Cross Profile Learn to D

raw
Copy the m

eander cross profile diagram
 into the box on the right. Then use the w

ords in the box at the bottom
 to correctly label your diagram

.  
D

on’t forget to draw
 w

ith a pencil. O
nly use colouring pencils if you think they help explain the processes of erosion and deposition.

Labels for the diagram
: river cliff

, m
eander, deposition, slip-off

 slope, slow
er current, faster current, inside bend, outside bend,  

erosion (hydraulic action, abrasion and solution)

M
eander Cross Profi

le
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Rivers Word Search

1.	 The start of a river. (6) 	

s                     e

2.	 A valley formed by erosion from a river over time in the shape of a V. (1-6,6) 

V-s                     d/v                     y 

3.	 A small stream that joins a larger river. (9)

t                                    y

4.	 The relatively flat land on either side of a river channel. This land is often flooded, 
causing the river to dump sediment and organic material and providing the area with 
fertile soil. (10)

f                                         n 

5.	 The edge of a drainage basin. (9)

w                                    d

6.	 Where the river meets the sea. (5)

m                h 

7.	 The wide mouth of a river where a river connects to the tide and the ocean. (7)

e                          y 

8.	 An area of land drained by a river and its tributaries. (8,5)

d                               e/b                n 

9.	 When two or more tributaries connect and join a larger river. (10)

c                                         e 

10.	The groove in the base of a valley in which a river flows. (7)

c                          l

11.	The volume of water which passes a given point in the river over a set amount of time. It 
is measured in cubic meters per second (cumecs). (9)

d                                    e 

12.	The speed at which the water in a river flows. (8)

v                               y
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AQ
A GCSE Geography - Retrieval M

at - River LAndscapes

D
efine the four types of erosion using the diagram

 
above.

1.
H

ydraulic A
ction:

2.       A
ttrition:

3.      A
brasion:

4.      Solution:

Fill in the m
issing w

ords to identify the four 
types of erosion.

A
nnotate the diagram

 to show
 the form

ation of a w
aterfall.

K
eyw

ords - H
ard/S

oft R
ock; H

ydraulic A
ction; A

brasion; O
verhang; 

U
ndercutting; G

orge.

List the changes to a river as you 
m

ove dow
nstream

. H
ow

 does a river 
change in term

s of its shape and 
sedim

ent?

1.2.3.

D
escribe the shape of a river long profile:

State the 4 figure grid reference 
for M

ill Fm
 _____________ (1)

State the 6 figure grid reference 
for M

ill fm
 ___________ (1)

State one characteristic/landform
 

of the R
iver O

use in grid square 
4754 (1)

______________________________
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AQ
A GCSE Geography - Retrieval M

at - River LAndscapes

A
nsw

er the questions below
 related to the 

form
ation of a m

eander..

1.
W

here is erosion greatest on a m
eander? 

W
hat type of erosion? W

hy is erosion 
greatest here?

2.       W
hat happens on the inside of a m

eander?

3.      W
hat tw

o features w
ill you find on a 

m
eander?

(a)
O

utside - R
______ C

_____
(b)

Inside - S____ O
____ S_____

3. W
hat happens to the neck of tw

o m
eanders 

over tim
e?

4.      W
hen w

ill the river cut through? W
hat 

landform
 w

ill form
 here?

A
nnotate the diagram

 to show
 the form

ation of a 
levee.

K
eyw

ords - D
eposition; S

ilt; S
edim

ent; Floodplain; 
B

uild U
p; Flood.

A
nnotate the im

age to show
 the econom

ic and social  
im

pacts of flooding.

Identify w
hether or not the river m

anagem
ent strategy is 

hard or soft engineering and describe how
 it w

orks to 
reduce river flooding.

H
ard/S

oft
D

escribe:

H
ard/S

oft
D

escribe:

H
ard/S

oft
D

escribe:
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