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Characteristics of a Drainage Basin 
Match and Draw
Draw one line from each key word to the correct definition. 

mouth
When two or more tributaries 
connect and join a larger river.

confluence A small stream that joins a larger river.

drainage 
basin

The start of a river.

estuary
An area of land drained by a 

river and its tributaries.

watershed
The wide mouth of a river where a river 

connects to the tide and the ocean.

source

tributary

The highland edge of a drainage 
basin marking the boundary between 

two or more drainage basins.

Where the river meets the sea.
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channel

confluence

discharge 

drainage basin

estuary

floodplain

mouth

source

tributary

velocity

V-shaped valley

watershed
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Each of the words in the grid below relates to rivers. Work out the answer to each clue, then 
find the answers in the grid. Look carefully because they can be found forwards, downwards 
and diagonally.

Rivers Word Search
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Rivers Word Search

1.	 The start of a river. (6) 	

s                     e

2.	 A valley formed by erosion from a river over time in the shape of a V. (1-6,6) 

V-s                     d/v                     y 

3.	 A small stream that joins a larger river. (9)

t                                    y

4.	 The relatively flat land on either side of a river channel. This land is often flooded, 
causing the river to dump sediment and organic material and providing the area with 
fertile soil. (10)

f                                         n 

5.	 The edge of a drainage basin. (9)

w                                    d

6.	 Where the river meets the sea. (5)

m                h 

7.	 The wide mouth of a river where a river connects to the tide and the ocean. (7)

e                          y 

8.	 An area of land drained by a river and its tributaries. (8,5)

d                               e/b                n 

9.	 When two or more tributaries connect and join a larger river. (10)

c                                         e 

10.	The groove in the base of a valley in which a river flows. (7)

c                          l

11.	The volume of water which passes a given point in the river over a set amount of time. It 
is measured in cubic meters per second (cumecs). (9)

d                                    e 

12.	The speed at which the water in a river flows. (8)

v                               y
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